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Crimea is a peninsula surrounded by the Black Sea in the west and south, and the 
Sea of Azov in the east and north, and 9 km wide and 20 km long. It is connected to the 

northern steppes down to the Black Sea, the Crimean Peninsula has become a place of 
resort for the various tribes coming especially from the inner regions of Asia throughout 
history.

Islam known by the residents of the region under the rule of the Golden Horde at 

and judicial system of the Crimean Khanate to be established later in the region, the 
former of which bore the traces of the Golden Horde and the second of which was based 
on the Sunni Islamic traditions, which were the basic characters for that century.

disintegration of the Golden Horde and entrance of the Crimean Khanate under 
the Ottoman protection against its internal dynamics and the Genoese which had the 
administration of coastal cities provided a great advantage for the Ottoman State in 
the way of making the Black Sea a Turkish lake. Thus the coasts lying from Kerch to 
Balaklava in the peninsula were directly taken under the Ottoman control. The area of the 
Crimean Peninsula, Taman, Kipcak and Kabardey remaining out of that region and lying 
to the steppes were left to the Crimean khans. The Ottoman State had ruled the coastal 
regions directly connected to itself, through the district government the center of which 
was in Kefe.

The Crimean Khanate was essentially subject to tribal aristocracy. The aristocracy 
groups consisting of the begs of Sirin, Argin, Barin and Kipcak had an important effect 
on the administration of the khanate. In the Ottoman period, they had been offering the 
persons whom they wanted to be elected as khans by sending a collective petition (mahzar) 
to Istanbul and if their candidate was not accepted they took oppositional attitude.

It is seen that the Crimean Khanate which accepted the Ottoman rule in 1475 
entered into a process of separation with the Treaty of Küçük Kaynarca (1774) and the 

Ottoman administration had to deal with Crimean-based problems such as migrations 
from Crimea to Anatolia and protection of the rights of the Crimean Tatars left behind.

There are hundreds of register books and thousands of documents comprising a 

Preface
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period of more than three centuries in the collections of the Prime Ministry Ottoman 
Archives on the matters of Crimea and the region.

The study which has been prepared by scanning the collections of registers named 
Mühimme, Name-i Humayun, Düvel-i Ecnebiye and Maliyeden Müdevver and the 

975 to 1205 H (1567–1790) which are considered as classical period consists of 113 
subject headings.

The types of records include imperial edicts (fermans) and imperial letters (name-i 

humayuns) containing the opinions and approvals of sultans in accordance with the 
proposals and the decisions of Grand vizier, the expenditure documents of the Ottoman 
Finance for Crimean khans and princes and ambassadors, and "the papers of news" 

about the topics of Crimea and the Crimean Khanate

It is generally understood from the contents of the documents that the interregional 
cooperations are distinctive. So, as a result of this cooperation, the Crimean Khanate 

the north, Austria and Poland (Lehistan) in the west, Iran in the east.

Ottoman rule, it is necessary to do research carefully among the collections of the 14th 
and 15th centuries that lessening as numbers back to the past. Following subjects are in 
the content of the correspondences of the period from the 16th century to the Treaty of 
Küçük Kaynarca in our publication:

Some stationary stuff and kitchen expenses for the Crimean Palace and the 
Crimean Council had been met by the support of the Ottoman treasury in Istanbul. Many 
correspondences related to current khans or dismissed ones from their posts had been 

The expectations of Istanbul from the Crimean Khanate were that the Crimean 
Khanate would be always ready in case of war with common enemy, would provide with 

with the Kazakhs along the borders, would accept the Ottoman mediation in mutual raids, 

signed mutually, and would avoid disturbing the people in the region. 
The topics of the correspondences are as following: Military cooperation in 

capturing fugitive criminals and rebels, regulation of maritime trade, reinforcement of 
the places which suffers from food shortages, and building and repairing castles and forts 
to ensure coastal security.
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The demands of the Khanate which should be approved by Istanbul are as following: 

(kazasker), prayer leaders (imams), and preachers (hatibs) in the region. It appears from 
the documents that the appointments of some posts of  beglerbegs and castle commands 
which had strategic importance for the region were carried out by Istanbul in accordance 
with the advice of current khan. Forgiveness and reappointment of some discredited 
administrators- i.e. Vizier Moravi Ali Pasha -were carried out by the mediation of the 
khan.

As a sign of mutual good intention, imperial letters (name-i humayuns) have a great 
importance. It is possible to see the most advanced examples of diplomatic language used 
between the Ottoman State and the Crimean Khanate in these documents. The Crimean 

Moldavia which were subject to the Ottoman State, and imperial letters (name-i humayuns) 
were also written addressed to its leaders. The main topics of the imperial letters (name-i 
humayuns) are as following: Celebrating a new sultan's accession to the throne or the 
birth of a new prince (shahzade) in Crimea, mutual congratulations on victory day after 
wars, and forwarding royal praise by sultans after delivering the charters (berats) of the 

The accounting documents concerning the expenses and travel allowances of the 
sultans and mirzas (aristocrats) considered as habitual guests for the Crimean Khanate 
during the time which they stayed in Istanbul for festivals or other reasons are often 
available in the Finance records.

In the second chapter of our publication, the documents pertaining to the Crimean 
Khanate for the period after 1774, at that time which it won its administrative freedom 
in accordance with the Treaty of Küçük Kaynarca, can be evaluated as the ones which 
belong to the history of the struggle for the Crimean independence. In the last chapter, it 
is possible to see the documents pertaining to the struggles of khans, girays and mirzas 

capture the whole region penetrating into Crimea taking advantage of the treaty. The 

with the support of Shahin Giray.
I would like to thank the staff of the Prime Ministry State Archives for their efforts 

in preparing the study. I hope this study to be useful for researchers.

General Director of State Archives
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