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First of all, I would like to express my pleasure to be in
Ethiopia, one of the ancient civilizations of the world and one of the
first regions on which the holy religions had spread out.

1) History, Document and Archives

According to famous French Historian E.H. Carr, history is a
continuous process of mutual interaction between historian and
events and is an endless dialogue between today and past.

While researching and teaching past periods, it is inevitable to
search connections between near and far environment, national
unity and world’s dimensions, past and future.

Either at national or international platforms, archives are the
first sources states apply in order to solve their internal and external
problems.

As Carr mentioned, each state’s continuity from past to future
is considered as its history. It is essential for their continuity to
establish connections between past and future.

These connections are established by applying documents
which take the most important place among the sources of history.
Documents are the most reliable witnesses of history. The results
not basing upon documents should be suspected. The provision

* General Director of State Archives of the Prime Ministry of the Republic of Turkey
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“History is written with documents” is a fact accepted by all the
scientific circles of the world. Pass de document pas de historie,
that is “If there is no document, there is no history”.

Documents are collected, preserved and classified in the
archives and are offered for service to researchers. History of a
state and a nation as well as the main lines of a state’s and nation’s
life are hidden in the archives.

Archives, with the simplest meaning, can be defined as the
“collection of documents pertaining to the past of a state, a city or
an individual”. Archives are the indispensable sources for people
who will make researches on sociological, economic, historical and
cultural matters and who will seek their legal rights. Archives are
the most trustable sources which will help to find the right way in
the future by connecting with past.

The fact that archives are the most reliable and objective
sources for taking decision on political, economic, administrative,
cultural and other national questions is a reality accepted by the
international law.

2) General Directorate of State Archives and Ottoman
Archives

Ottoman Empire has given great importance to archives. One
of the best examples of this importance is the ferman issued by the
Council of Army (Ordu Divani) during the reign of Sultan Mustafa
III (1757-1774). In this ferman, to protect the registers sent to the
Army, the following orders were given to the authorities such as
kadr (judge), naip (regent), ayan (chief of a village or town) and
esraf (notables of a town or village) who have been appointed in the
administrative units being on the route going to Army:



When these register coffers reach your regions, keep them in
safe places during the night. Because, these registers are of the
nature of treasury of the Ottoman Empire. You must protect them.
Even if one letter is damaged or harmed, you can not respond to it.

This ferman states that archives are considered equal to the
“treasury of state” and that those who will cause to damage them
will be punished heavily.

Due to the importance given to records in the Ottoman
administrative understanding, authorities etiher in the center or in
the provinces were obliged to keep their registers properly and to
preserve them in the best way. Local judges and governors were
assigned to record their decrees in registers, to preserve and to
deliver these registers to the subsequent officials. By this way, the
“Archives of Seriyye Sicilleri” including many records have been
reached today.

Ottoman bureaucracy used register method according to the
filing method of today’s archival science. Decisions taken at the
State’s Council of the Ottoman Empire were recorded in the
registers such as Mithimme, Maliye, Riius, Tahvil, Kayd-1 Divan.
Documents belonging to the sub-divisions were kept in safe coffers
covered with leather in archives repositories.

After the Conquest of Istanbul, appropriate buildings to
preserve the collected materials have been built on various dates.

During the Ottoman period, collected archival materials were
classified and some reforms were made. During the reign of Sultan
Abdiillhamid 1 (1724-1789) reforms started generally in the
Ottoman Empire were seen in the archival field, too. Some
regulations have been prepared for archives.



The most rooted application dates back to 1845. Documents
were reviewed one by one and were classified according to its
accumulation form. This method is the “Provenance” method which
the General Directorate of State Archives uses today and is the
heatlhiest method among the others.

Thereafter, the construction of a new archival building which
will preserve all the documents of the State had been started. In
1848, State’s records have been transferred to this building. At this
point , importance given to archives and documents by the Ottoman
Empire can be seen clearly. This building was called Hazine-i
Evrak (Treasury of Records). With a new application never seen
before, the “Ministry of Hazine-i Evrak™ has been established to
execute the archival affairs.

As a result of this understanding, approximately 150 millions
of archival materials were preserved at the Ottoman Archives.
Some were classified and offered for service to researchers.
Remaining materials are being classified in the quickest way. Also,
activities for restoration and for obtaining the copies of the
materials which are kept in the archives of some other states with
various reasons are being carried out.

Ottoman Empire had ruled over Asia, Europe and Africa
continents for a long period of approximately 600 years. After the
dispersion of the Ottoman Empire 39 independent states have been
founded. Some parts of the Ethiopian territories had stayed under
the Ottoman rule.

General Directorate of State Archives, taking place in the
central organization of the Prime Ministry, was appointed and
authorized to execute any kind of function relating to the State
Archives. This function is carried out at two Directorates as the
Ottoman Archives and Republic Archives.



The most significant characteristic of the Ottoman Archives is
that these archives include many documents related to these 39
independent states. The documents concerning the historical, legal,
administrative, economic, religious, scientific, literary, esthetic,
cultural, biological, geneological, demographic aspects and ethic,
custom and usage and several social behaviours, the proof of
citizen, state and international rights of these states are preserved at
the Ottoman Archives.

As the archival materials pertaining to the Ottoman period had
been spread out on a wide geographical area, exchanges of
information and document are implemented by signing protocols on
cooperation with the countries on this geography.

As is appreciated, to write a state’s, a region’s or world’s
history without making researches at the Turkish archives, owning
a rich archival potential, will be deficient and incomplete.

It is not possible, without archives and without knowing
archives, to write history by basing on the hypothesis, to judge
about a certain period and to appraise a period within the
framework of objective criteria.

The great leader and the founder of the Republic of Turkey,
Mustafa Kemal ATATURK said:

“To write history is as important as to create history. If the
writers remain loyal to the creators, the invariable truth can mislead
the humanity”.

Guided by this principle, we desire the history writers to
remain loyal to the history creators. Because, scientific works
basing upon archives will remove the subjective political
approaches coming from the prejudice and misinformation.
Archives are the authentic documents which reflect the reality in
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the most objective way among the other historical sources. What
we particularly desire is that the judgements on historical subjects
to be put forward by basing upon the authentic sources of history,
which are archives.

History is considered both as an information exercise made on
the past experiences and as a human movement to create new works
and sudden and slow changes in the society. Societies establish
their futures with the inspiration of their history.

“Transparency” which is the common principle of modern
archives is the basic principle of our archival studies. Classified
documents are quickly opened to researchers without any
restriction. Up to now, at the Ottoman Archives thousands of
researchers belonging to 74 countries carried out and are still
carrying out researches. Among them are mainly the U.S.A.,
England, France, Canada, Israel, Hungary, Japan, Spain, Italy,
Russia, Bulgaria, Albania, Greece, Iran, Romania and Egypt.

3)Ethio-Ottoman Relations (Abyssinia)
a) Ottomans’ South Policy

In 1517 Ottomans took Egypt and reached the Red Sea. The
Red Sea was an important passage way for selling the goods
brought from South Asia and India at the European and Ottoman
markets. This trade was occurring from the Strait of Malaka in
Southeast Asia to India, from the seaport on the coasts of Malaka to
the Persian Gulf and through the Tigris and the Euphrates in Iraq
and was reaching Syrian seaports. The most important goods of this
profitable trade were sugar, date, ivory, valuable stones, orange,
cotton, various paints, wool, spice, etc. There are documents related
to especially the spice trade at the Ottoman Archives. Due to these
documents we know that in this region, during the Ottoman rule,



spice trade was continued and importance was given to this trade.
Some of these documents are the laws of sanjaks."

The Yemeni who had accepted Islam during the period of the
Prophet Muhammed were struggling with the Portuguese from the
beginning of the 16" century.

The Portuguese were the ruler of the Indian Sea. They had
strong fleets. They were going the long way around in the Persian
Gulf and the Red Sea. The Portuguese, by using the advantage of
the discovery of the Cape of Good Hope, were intending to move
the riches of the east to the west.

Portuguese were acting with religious, political and
particularly economic anxiety. They were getting ready to capture
Jidda and Mecca in response to Jerusalem being at the hands of the
Muslims. They had a strong fleet. Apart from moving the riches of
the region to Europe by capturing the strategical points, they also
tried to strengthen Christianity.

Imperialistic and political activities of the Portuguese called
the Ottoman Empire’s attention to this region after the Egyptian
rule. Ottoman-Portugal struggle was carried out through Egypt.

In this struggle, we see Selman Reis as the first person who
was appointed during the time of the governor-general of Egypt,
Ahmet Pasha. Selman Reis took the islands being at the hands of
Portuguese and tried to take Yemen into the Ottoman rule. Later on,
he went towards the Suez (1524). The document related to the
activities of Selman Reis is kept at the Archives of the Topkapi
Palace Museum and was published by Fevzi Kurtoglu with the title
“Selman Reis Memorandum™. This document dated 6 June 1526

' Kanunname-i Misir, Deposit treasury book, no. 2068, p.46



contains detailed information concerning various seaports and
Portuguese’s activities.”

Another important person of the Ottomans’ south policy is the
governor-general of Egypt, Hadim Siileyman Pasha. First of all, he
aimed to make attacks on Yemen and Aden and to take the region
under his control and organized a fleet with 80 ships. Some Muslim
states, being on the shores of West India, were seeking the
Ottomans’ support and patronage against the Portuguese. Ottoman
Empire aimed to prevent exploitation of the region on the
disadvantage of the native people.

b) Establishment of the Province of Abyssinia

One of the most important phases of the Ottomans’ south
policy was the conquest of Abyssinia and the establishment of a
new province in this region. This policy was a movement leaded by
economic facts.

Ottoman Empire tried to dominate in the region for the
security of east trade and for the Muslims living in Abyssinia.
Ottomans learned about the little Muslim states of Abyssinia
through their officials and contacted with them.

Struggle between Portuguese and Ottomans had lasted over
long years. After the Indian and Yemeni attacks, the governor-
general of Egypt, Hadim Siileyman Pasha appointed Ozdemir Bey
to attack on the south following the River Nile. Ozdemir Bey had
captured the fortresses of ibrim and Der and also Magrak and Say
under the Func domination. Even a fortress had been constructed in
Say in order to secure the southern boundaries. The native beys in
Sevvakin accepted the Ottoman domination and surrendered this
important port to Ozdemir Bey.

? Archives of the Topkapi Palace Museum, N_E. 6455
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Upon the Portuguese provocations on the people in Abyssinia,
Ahmed bin Ibrahim declared war against the Kingdom of Abyssinia
in 1527. He gained great success with the Ottomans’ support during
this struggle. The Sultan and the Caliph Sultan Siilleyman the
Magnificent had been very pleased about this success and
addressed him as the “Sultan Ahmet El Hakim be Vilayet-i
Habes”.3

After the struggles lasting over long years, we see the famous
Turkish sailors Piri Reis® in 1552 and Seydi Ali Reis’ in 1554.

After Ahmet El Miicahid has died at the war with Portuguese,
Sultan Siileyman the Magnificent has assigned Ozdemir Pasha in
order to strengthen domination in the region and to establish a
province. In 1548 Ozdemir Pasha became the governor-general of
Yemen.® Consequently, he was appointed as the Serasker of
Abyssinia and the province of Abyssinia had been founded on July
5, 1555. 1.400.000 coins was given to Ozdemir Pasha as a salary.’

After the establishment of province, firstly kadilik (offices of
cadis) and financial organization had been founded in order to
apply the laws and to ensure sovereignty. On November 30, 1555
Abdiilvehab Efendi was appointed as the first cadi of Abyssinia.®
On April 25, 1565 a person named Hasan was assigned as the first
chief of the province’s treasury.’

3 Kanun-name, Library of Veliyiiddin Efendi, no.1970, record 39/a

* Cengiz Orhonlu, Hint Kaptanhg: ve Piri Reis, Belleten, Issue 134 (Ankara 1970), pp.
235-254

5 Cengiz Orhonlu, Seydi Ali Reis, Journal of History Institute, Issue 1 (Istanbul 1970),
pp. 39-56

® BOA. KK. Ruus, no.213, p. 212 (Annex 1)

7 BOA. KK. Ruus, n0.213, p. 212 (Annex 2)

8 BOA. KK. Ruus, no.214, p. 24 (Annex 3)

? BOA. KK. Ruus, n0.74, p.563 (Annex 4)



Ozdemir Pasha had many other attacks on this region. Many
tribes on the south of the Sudan had remained loyal to him. Lastly,
during an expedition against the Beja tribes living on the southeast
of the Sudan, he had got sick and after coming back to Deberva, he
had died in 1560.

After Ozdemir Pasha’s death, his son Osman Pasha took the
rule in 1561. Osman Pasha took Sevvakin again and dispersed the
tribes which were massacring muslims and requisitioned the water
wells and made the people suffered by waterlessness by selling
water on the black market. He decided to protect the wells by
surrounding them with a fortress."

Osman Pasha was sending information relating to his
activities and to the conquered regions to Istanbul. Sultan sent him
fermans ordering to spend effort on the protection of the conquered
regions and of the people.11 In order to satisfy the means of
subsistence in the conquered regions it was ordered that 300.000
coins were transferred to the conquered regions from the treasures
of Abyssinia, Egypt and Yemen.'?

Sevvakin was a sanjak attached to Egypt. After the
establishment of the Abyssinia province, Sevvakin became the
central sanjak of the new province that is the center of province.
Judges of province have settled in Sevvakin.

State officials who have been assigned to the province of
Abyssinia were particulary selected among the people served in the
near regions. The best examples to this were Ozdemir Pasha and his
son Osman Pasha. Because this region was very far from the capital

' BOA. KK. Ruus, no.218, p. 168 (Annex 5)
""BOA. Mithimme Register, no. 5, decree 704
2 BOA. Miithimme Register, no. 5, decree 1163 (Annex 6)
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of the Ottoman Empire. For this reason, to govern the region it was
neceessary to know the region very well.

The province of Abyssinia was ruled, such as the provinces of
Basra, Yemen and Lahka, with salyane (yearly tax taken from the
products). However, as the sources of income of the province were
not enough, it was supported by the treasury of Egypt. Military
force requirement of the province was obtained from Egypt and
Yemen. Also, saddle horses were obtained from Yemen.

At this point, I would like to mention about an Ottoman
project which shows the foreseeing viewpoint of the region. In
order to ward off the threats on the region and to give military and
economic support to the inoffensive muslims living here, it was
planned to unite the Mediterranean with the Red Sea. As the first
step of this project, it was ordered engineers and architects to
prepare a report by making research and estimation works in the
region. (15 January 1568)"

In the 18" century the province of Abyssinia was ruled
together with the Sanjak of Jidda. Due to this new administration,
the governor-general of Abyssinia had been responsible of
arranging all affairs of the bands of Hadjis such as bed and board,
etc.

Because of the distance between the region and Istanbul and
of the various problems occurred in the Ottoman Empire, state lost
the control of this region. In 1869, with the opening of the Suez
Canal which was planned by the Ottoman Empire previously,
Western states’ struggles to dominate on the region were
accelerated.

"* BOA. Mithimme Register, no. 7, decree 721 (Annex 7)
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From this period on, Ethiopia, to protect its independency and
honor resisted against the colonist and occupant states. This
resistance shown by the Ethiopian people within any kind of
impossibility and poverty was considered as an appreciated
behaviour.

We see that during the reign of Sultan Abdiilhamid II,
relations with Abyssinia were restarted. Mutual visits were realized
by delegations.

During the time of Menelik II, King of Abyssinia, Ato Josef
and Kont do Leonitif were sent to Istanbul as ambassador. This
delegation presented the king’s letter of good will'* as well as the
several presents to the Ottoman Sultan. Among them, a lion and a
golden buckler pleased the Sultan. Menelik II stated in his letter
that the muslims being in his state worship freely and they are acted
egual to the Christian citizens. Also, in this letter he requested
support for the Abyssinian properties in Jerusalem, especially for
the Monastery of Deyrii’s Saltana."

Ottoman Sultan replied to this close relation by promising that
their request concerning Jerusalem will be responded and sent a
delegation to Abyssinia. Sultan Abdiilhamid II stated in his letter
sent by the ambassador that the close relations of Abyssinians to
muslims were known for a long time and that this is a tradition
coming from ancestors.'® It is understood that the Ottoman Empire
tried to solve the problem concerning the monastery in Jerusalem
and made some correspondence on this matter.'” Ottoman Sultan
sent a delegation with some presents like two horses, pistol, rifle,
telescope, watch, sword, etc.'s

" BOA. YEE. 62/41 (Annex 8)

' BOA. Y. PRK. NMH. 4/41 (Annex 9)

'® BOA. Yildiz Saray1 Hiimayunu Baskitabet Dairesi (Annex 10)
""BOA. HR. SYS. 54/12 (Annex 11)

" BOA. Y. PRK. NMH. 7/66 (Annex 12)

12



It is understood that Menelik II wrote a letter thanking for the
realization of their requests relating to the monastery in
Jerusalem." While the Ottoman delegation was going to Addis
Ababa, they have been met in Harrar with a ceremony by muslim
people consisting of Arabian, Indian and native people. Those
people gave a petition to the delegation to be forwarded to the
Sultan. In this petition they asked ten thousand golden coins as a
loan for the construction of a mosque and requested support for the
assignment of the governor of Harrar, Abdullah Pasha who was
relieved of duty to be charged again.*

c)From the Ottoman Tolerance to the European
Colonialism

Within the context of general Turkish history, Ottoman
Empire represents a period of developing political and
administrative understanding. It ensured justice, peace and trust to
people living under its domination and hinterland with a fair
understanding which was the basic principle of its institutions.
Turkish justice and tolerance was known on a large scale and
societies living under oppression desired to be ruled by the
Ottoman domination.

One of the most significant characteristics of the Ottoman
Empire which had dominated on a wide geographical area
stretching over three continents is that it had never put pressure on
the people having different religions and cultures and that it had
never intervened to their religious, social and cultural lives.

In the history of the Turkish nation, there is not any facts like
colonization, assimilation or extermination of people. This fact can
be clearly seen on the structures of societies which once lived under

' BOA. Y. EE. 62/34 (Annex 13)
2 BOA. Y. PRK. AZJ. 53/106 (Annex 14)
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the Ottoman rule. If the Ottoman Empire would have applied a
policy of assimilation and colonization, the societies in the Middle
East, Africa, the Balkans and Caucasia would not have had their
own national and cultural features. As is known, none of them uses
Turkish as the official language.

Ottoman Sultans, carrying the title of “caliph”, were interested
in the muslims all around the world. Also, they gave any kind of
religious freedom to Jews, Christians and other people with
different religions. It acted according to the understanding “giving
is better than taking”. Money for removing the loss of subsistence
in Abyssinia was obtained generally from the treasury of Egypt.21
Materials such as pickax, shovel, iron, lead, etc. which were
necessary for the construction of fortresses in Abyssinia were
transferred from Egypt.?

By this way, Ottoman Empire ensured many societies with
different ethnic features and social structures to be lived together in
peace and trust for centuries.

Opposite to this understanding, European states acted in an
understanding of colonization. It is possible to review Europe’s
imperialistic movements in two phases.

First one is the period of discoveries. During this period, from
the XVIth century on Europeans started discoveries with the aim to
capture underground and overground riches of the territories
outside their borders. They tried to get the riches of the states even
by exterminating the people.

' BOA. Miihimme Register.
See also BOA. KK. Ruus, No. 214, p.15
2 BOA. Miihimme Register, No.28, decree 564 (Annex 15)
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In this first phase, Europeans carried every kind of valuable
mines and other raw materials to their countries. The riches of these
societies form the basis of the richness of Europe.

Second phase is the “industry reform” started with the
economic power obtained from this exploitation. At this point,
Europeans saw the other people as a community which provides
cheap labour-power and cheap raw material and consumes the
products.

Africa continent suffered at a great extent as a region on
which the most cruel rules of imperialism were applied. The
negativeness resulted from the fact that European colonists carried
the natural sources of this continent to their countries and tortured
the people by acting them as a slave caused the people in Africa to
be suffered so much.

This reality of European understanding of colonization are
today expressed even by European people having common sense. It
becomes a theme for television and cinema films.

Europe exploited and made the people second, third class
humans and authorized itself to train these people. Europe claimed
to bring civilization to these societies, but; unfortunately, it brought
only suffer and tear. It only took. It always acted according to the
understanding of “right belongs to the strong”.

Ethiopian people gave great importance to living independent
and free against the colonization activities of the western states. For
this reason, it constitutes an exceptional region not allowed to
colonization in Africa. This feature is one of the most significant
similarities between Turks and Ethiopians who defended the same
values during history.
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One of the main reasons directed the Ottomans to this region
was that the navigation activities were not sufficient in South Asia
against the strong European colonists and that these powers
converted their military and economic colonist activities in Eastern
Africa and South Asia into a massacre and genocide.

In order to prevent this exploitation and to provide a proper
administration over the people in this region, Ottoman Empire
transferred financial sources from Egypt many times. That is, it
always tried to give in this region.

As the provinces of Africa were very far from the center of
the state, this caused some difficulties in the Ottoman
administration. However, principles of Ottoman rule were tried to
be applied without any concession.

Ottoman domination was seen particularly in north and east
Africa. In the continent of Africa where the colonist states were
interested as regards to its geographical position, human and nature
sources. Ottoman existence in Egypt and Arab Peninsula became a
barrier for the colonization.

Ottomans’ activities in Africa, especially the economic and
military activities in the province of Abyssinia had never carried a
colonist intention like Spain and Portugal. Oppositely, it tried to
protect and support the rights of oppressed people.

However, against the developing and strengthening European
states Ottoman Empire retreated in time. It had to withdraw from
this region and ended its life within the history. After the First
World War, it collapsed and was occupied by the Western states.

Upon this, due to the Turkish War of Independence under the
leadership of Atatiirk, Turkish nation founded the independent and
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modern Republic of Turkey. Independence struggle of Turkey
became a model for societies under colonization.

Atatiirk’s Turkey, on the one hand made rooted reforms on
internal policy with the aim to civilize people and on the other
hand, followed an antirevisionist foreign policy although she was
an inheritor of an empire. In the light of Atatiirk’s principle “Peace
at home, peace at world” she followed a pacifist policy and
opposed to aggressiveness and colonization. Within this context,
when Italy attacked Ethiopia in 1935, Turkey accorded with a great
sense to the sanctions taken by the League of Nations against Italy
even by envisaging economic damage and Italian threat.

Conclusion

During the history Ottoman Empire had never carried a
colonist intention. It gave importance to document as a treasure and
provided them to be reached today. Many important records related
to the history of approximately 40 independent states which once
lived under the Ottoman domination were kept up safe to now.
Sources at the Ottoman Archives are of great significance for these
countries to document their social life, cultural features and citizen
and state rights in the past.

There is no doubt that the documents which belong to the
Ottoman period and exist at the foreign archives are very important
not only for Turkey but also for these countries. Turkish documents
and the ones in foreign languages are very significant sources. It is
necessary to appreciate these records in order to put forward the
past periods in a realistic way.

It is essential to create a common historical perspective and
philosophy with the aim to remove the remains of colonization
period for the establishment of a national culture. The indispensable
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way of this target is to carry out researches on the essential sources
of history and on the materials related to history.

It must be known that archives play a great role in the
establishment of a national culture and identity at the states’ and
nations’ lives.

I would like to underline that the ocean of documents, being at
the Ottoman Archives, which were accumulated as a result of the
Ottoman Empire comprising a period of 600 years is open to native
and foreign scholars and researchers.

I assure that the interest shown us in Ethiopia is a reflection of
the rooted friendly relations between our countries basing upon
history. 1 wish that the cooperation we will start between our
archives due to this visit will strengthen our friendship. I am paying
my respects to all you. Thank you.
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ANNEX 1
Appointment of Ozdemir Pasha to the province of Yemen
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Allowance given to Ozdemir Pasha
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ANNEX 3
Appointment of Mevlana Abdiilvehab as the Cadi of Abyssinia
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ANNEX 4
Assignment of Hasan, working in Egypt, as the chief of
treasury of the province of Abyssinia
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ANNEX 5

Construction of a fortress in Sevvakin
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ANNEX 6
Satisfying the means of subsistence in the conquered regions
with money transferred from the treasures of Egypt and Yemen
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ANNEX 7

Preparation of a fleet in order to rescue India from the
Portuguese occupation and opening of a canal to put the fleet

into the Suez
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ANNEX 8
Letter of good will sent by the King of Abyssinia to the
Ottoman Sultan
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ANNEX 9

Letter of support request sent by the King of Abyssinia,
Menelik 11, to the Ottoman Sultan
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ANNEX 10
Copy of the Arabic translation of the letter sent by the Sultan
Abdiilhamid to the King of Abyssinia
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ANNEX 11
Letter sent by the Ottoman Sultan regarding the efforts to solve
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ANNEX 12

List of presents sent to the emperor and empress of Abyssinia

and copies of the sent letters
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ANNEX 13
Letter presented to the Ottoman Sultan to thank for opening of
a closed door in the Monastery of Deyrii’s Saltana
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ANNEX 14
Petition written by the notables of Harrar to the Sultan
regarding the re-assignment of Abdullah Pasha and the loan

request
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ANNEX 15
Construction of a fortress in Devariye and obtaining materials

from the treasury of Egypt
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